Extremadura. Destiny 2016

Tbe prestigious Lonely Planet, publisher of numerous
guides and owned by the BBC has chosen Extrema-
dura as one of the “10 best European destinations for
2016".

The Community of Extremadura shares destiny with
these places: Peloponnese (Greece), Aarhus (Denmark),
Venice, The Dordofia (France), Ledpolis (Ukraine),
Warwickshire (Great Britain), Eastern Coast of Tenerife,
Texel (Netherlands) and North of Dalmatia (Croatia).

Las Hurdes en Atlas Obscura

e think it’s good to know what others think of us,
Wso we incorporate part of the text we have seen
in Atlas Obscura , a web of American origin which they
themselves defined: “ the definitive guide to the world’s
wondrous and curious places. Given the length of the
text, we have removed the part that refers to the black
legend of the travellers and Buiiuel himself.

“Every country has its own version. A remote part of
the country where the locals are “backwards” and the
region carries a well known stigma.

In the United States it was Appalachia; in Spain, it was
Las Hurdes. Las Hurdes—along with its neighbor to the
northeast, Las Batuecas—is a collection of small towns
nestled within a maze of rugged peaks and narrow va-
lleys some 300 km due west of Madrid.

A mountainous region that was difficult to access and
deeply impoverished, the locals of Las Hurdes suffered
from their isolation. Maladies such as goiters and pa-
rasites affected the isolated communities. For a long
time there was little to no literacy in the region, and the
Catholic church had only a very weak presence in the
area. Beginning in the 1500s, Las Hurdes began to deve-
lop a sinister reputation.

Over the last 400 years Las Hurdes, has been rumored
to possess pagan “barbarians,” Muslim and Jewish refu-
gees, the remains of 8th-century Gothic knights, UFOs,
apparitions, demons, political exiles and the veritable
presence of God. (.)

Today, Las Hurdes is slowly shaking off some of its half-
millennia of bad reputation. Visitors to Las Hurdes can
sample artisanal honey and olive oil, view paleolithic-
era stone carvings, and hike the region’s many trails. The
Documentation Center of Las Hurdes, in the town of Pi-
nofranqueado, is a helpful place to start exploring this
mysterious, and all too often maligned, corner of Spain”.

More Information:
www.atlasobscura.com/places/las-hurdes-spain

The explanation of the choice is very curious explai-
ning. In the first lines: “Extremadura has always been
one of the least-known regions in one of Europe’s best-
known countries. But things are stirring out here in the
west, and Extremadura is appearing on the radar of
discerning travellers eager to explore Spain without the
stereotypes”.

We joined congratulations to the Community for the
work done in this sense.

Creemos que es bueno saber lo que otros piensan de
nosotros, asi que incorporamos parte de un texto que
hemos visto en Atlas Obscura, una web de origen ame-
ricano que ellos mismos definen asi: “la guia definitiva
a lugares maravillosos y curiosos del mundo”. Dada la
longitud del texto, hemos eliminado la parte que hace
referencia a la leyenda negra que dejaron viajeros y el
mismo Buiiuel.

“Cada pais tiene su propia version. Un lugar remoto
donde los “locales” estdn “por detrds” y la regidn lleva
un bien conocido estigma

En los Estados Unidos fueron los Apalaches; en Es-
pafa, Las Hurdes. Las Hurdes -junto a su vecino por el
nordeste, Las Batuecas- es una coleccion de pequefios
dentro de un laberinto de picos escarpados y valles es-
trechos, a unos 300 km de Madrid

Una region montafiosa que tuvo dificil acceso y una
profunda pobreza, los habitantes de Las Hurdes sufrie-
ron como consecuencia de su aislamiento. Enfermeda-
des como el bocio y pardsitos afectaron a las comuni-
dades aisladas. Durante mucho tiempo hubo entre poco
y ningun alfabetismo en la region, y la Iglesia Catdlica
apenas tuvo una muy leve presencia en el drea. A partir
del XVI, Las Hurdes comenzaron a desarrollar una sinies-
tra reputacion.

Durante los ultimos 400 afios, se rumoreaba que Las
Hurdes tenian “bdrbaros”, paganos, moros y judios refu-
giados , los restos de caballeros godos del siglo octavo,
OVNIS , apariciones, demonios, exiliados politicos y la
verdadera presencia de Dios .

Hoy, Las Hurdes estdn ssaliendo de su medio milenio
de mala reputacion. Los visitantes de Las Hurdes pueden
degustar miel y aceite de oliva, ver grabados rupestres
de época Paleolitica (???), y hacer senderismo por los
muchos senderos de la region. El Centro de Documenta-
cion de Las Hurdes, en Pinofranqueado, es un buen lugar
para empezar a explorar este misterioso, y a menudo de-
masiado calumniado, rincén de Espafia.”



